PRACTICAL WAYS YOU CAN HELP TO
FIND MADELEINE.

(Please pass this document onto your contacts with a copy of the poster)                      
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There are many people who have been deeply moved by the disappearance of 4-year-old Madeleine McCann, on 3rd May 2007 from Praia de Luz in Portugal, and wish to help. In the absence of any other guidance, below is a checklist of simple things you can do to help personally with the key objective of keeping the search for Madeleine in the media spotlight. 

Contribute to the fighting fund. You can do this by visiting the http://www.findmadeleine.com website, clicking on ‘donate’
Buy a yellow and green wristband

Print out the 'missing' posters from the website, put them in a plastic wallet or laminate them. Display in your local area, in all places which may be visited by tourists. Take them on holiday with you. Please ensure they are in put up in airports. You can put them in guest books, clip into hotel/apartment information binders or pin on accommodation doors and notice boards. If you have friends going away on holiday, make sure they also take some.

Look through your personal contacts. Should you  have any contacts throughout the world, but particularly Europe and Northern Africa, please contact them and let them know about the search. Ask them also to spread the word of her disappearance and direct people to the website.

Keep the story in the public eye by emailing or writing to the media to let them know you are still interested in hearing about it. Contribute to online forums, phone-ins, email TV companies and newspapers. Particularly target those organisations based in other countries.

Petition the UK Prime Minister to send EVERY available intelligence & resource to assist in the search, and use every contact, of which he has many, to get Madeleine back.  The web address for you to sign, if you have not already done so is http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/HelpMadeleine/  You will receive a 'follow-up' email, which you have to respond to in order for your signature to be verified and included.

Register your willingness to assist in the search for Madeleine, in any small or large way, by emailing your name and any specialist skills you have to helpingtofindmadeleine@hotmail.com
Transfer a picture of Madeleine onto your mobile phone and encourage others to do the same (the one showing her distinctive eye). This will allow people to check straight away if they have spotted her.

Wear or use yellow ribbons to promote Madeleines campaign.  Taking this idea further, you could tie yellow ribbons to trees and lampposts, or more radically, make sure that every motorway bridge in the country has a yellow ribbon tied to it. Promote the yellow balloons with posters in schools throughout Europe.

Write to your MP thanking them for their support so far and their continued focus on the search. Request that the government continues to keep this a top priority. You will be surprised how effective this can be if the numbers are high enough, so please do it. 

Deflect criticism of the family.  Remind people that regardless of how it happened, a 4 year old girl has been taken from her family and is still missing. We all want Madeleine to be found, raking up this stuff deflects focus and energy away from the search. The family made a mistake; some other person STOLE their child. THIS WAS THE CRIME.

Ask the press office of any organisations you work for or are involved with what they are doing in support of the search.

Use ‘myspace’ or any other "social" sites to put a banner on your site, make sure that the "find Madeleine" site is your top friend or on your home page.

Use any business contacts, at home or overseas. Get as many websites as possible to carry the Madeleine Poster, and a link to the official website. Request that they actively put posters throughout their businesses as well as on their websites.

Be clear in conversations with others that the search for Madeleine is a new template in searching for missing children, in conjunction with the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (http://www.ceop.gov.uk) and not an overreaction for a missing, white, middle class girl. Ignoring Madeleines abduction and not campaigning for the search does not in any way honour the others who are missing. There is also another new petition which you can add your name to, on the Downing Street website, petitioning the government to adopt the use of the 'amber alert' system for abducted individuals. This system is used very successfully in the USA.  http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/amber-alert
If you a Tourist Information office near to you, please ensure or request that they display posters or make posters available for foreign tourists to take back with them to their countries.

If you at university, or have access to a university, please access the foreign students who are studying there, to communicate the ‘Find Madeleine’ campaign to their country of origin.

Continue to send out Madeleines poster, along with this document. If you feel it necessary, start with "I hope you don't mind receiving this again" at the beginning.  The more people who are aware of her abduction, the more chance there is of finding Madeleine.

Think about whom else you might contact to assist  in  ensuring that the maximum numbers of people are being reached.  Airlines - tour operators - ferry companies - trains - hotels - motels - car hire firms - B&B's - hospitals - taxi companies - schools - nurserys - Haulage firms - Doctors/paediatricians - Supermarkets - Photography studios - post offices - police stations - army barracks - universities - zoo's - travel agencies - financial institutes - travel magazines - in waiting rooms etc…

And very important, remain positive that Madeleine will be found safe and well, and returned to her family.

Thank you for your ongoing help. Please print this document and display it where it will be seen.
Many Thanks,

URL: http://www. madeleinemccann.co.uk
